ig8                                 WITH LORD MAYO

whom I served. Lord Mayo realised this, and, as will be
seen later on, saved me from the Inconveniencles of the
position by having me appointed Commissioner of Com-
merce, as well as Cotton Commissioner with the Govern-
ment of India, so that my dealings could now be with the
Supreme Government direct.

The following incidents relate to the times when I was
at headquarters on attendance on the Viceroy. ^One after-
noon at Sixnlah, when I had finished some business
connected with my Department which I had had to take
op to the Viceroy, Lord Mayo, opening one of the little,
square^ brick-shaped files of those days, said to me, " So
you were in Chandah? I have just come across your
name In this file, all about some coal, which an en-
thusiast of the name of Lucie-Smith insists upon declar-
ing exists In the Chandah district. I see he says you once
accompanied him to the spot. Now, come and tell me
all about it. He has, I see, been snubbed by the Geological
Department and the local authorities time after time. But
he Is most persistent, and returns again and again to the
charge, and his earnestness Impresses me," So I told the
Viceroy the whole story of my friend, of his enthusiasm
and persistence through good and evil report, and his un-
swerving faith In the Chandah coal - field. Major (now
General) Lucie-Smlth was a man of real king-craft. Living
as a bachelor In an out-of-the-way but very interesting
district, he was a little king among the people, and devoted
himself to everything affecting the Interests of his charge.
One day in camp he came across what he believed to be
a coal-seam. He realised how important such a discovery
would be to his beloved district, and Immediately went at
the matter enthusiastically. He read up all the literature
he could procure on the subject, commenced to study
geology seriously, and went about In camp with a box full
,4fspecimens, a hammer, and a variety of text-books. A
s^k4oad or so of his find had, in the meantime, been
.. sest"l:iat6'N^i>'ore, and had' been submitted for what It